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EXPLAINING ABORIGINAL CORRECTIONS

Question: What isthe state of knowledge
in aborigina corrections and what are the
mogt critica policy and program issues?

Background: Therate of aborigina people
incarcerated and under community
supervison far exceeds that of non
aborigind people. Thisfactor isthe bass
for aborigind-specific policiesand
programs which have emerged over the
past two decades. However, despite these
initiatives this over-representation remains.
The research sets out some of the reasons
for this Stuation.

Method: Information was gathered by a) a
review of the literature; b) asurvey of
federd, provincid, territoria and aborigina
correctiona personnd, select aborigina
offenders and communities;

C) reviews of evauations of aborigina
correctiond projects; and d) collections of
quantitative data from the Canadian Centre
for Justice Statistics, Correctiona Service
of Canada, and five provinces - British
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba and Ontario.

Answer: Therate of crime among
aborigina people increases from east to
west and thereis variation in the use of
imprisonment. There are no mgjor
differences in the type of offences
committed across the country. For fine
defaults, B.C., Quebec and Ontario rely
less on imprisonment. The Prairie
provinces have the most margindized
aborigind populations and highest use of
imprisonment for life-style related offences
such as adminigtration of justice and public
order. Thispartly explainsthe
disproportionate levels of imprisonment.

Aborigind offenders are over-represented
in prisons, and in admissons for violent
offences, particularly in federd inditutions.
Disproportiondlity is grestest in the Prairie
provinces and least in the Maritimes and
Quebec. Aborigind offenders are generdly
younger, have more prior contact with the
crimina justice system, and come from
more dysfunctiona backgrounds than the
non-aborigina groups. Aborigina over-
representation in correctiond inditutions
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can be explained by ahigher rate of
reoffending and the commisson of more
offences that result in imprisonment.
Further, exigting sentencing policies and
practices operating in provinces with the
most disadvantaged aborigina groupswill
have the most onerous effect on those
groups. Lessuse of probation in Alberta
and Saskatchewan may contribute to the
over-representation problem.

Federd aborigind offenders are lesslikely
to receive full parole but seriousness of
offenceisafactor. Lower parole release
rates d <o reflect difficulty in formulating
release plans and receiving support from
communities. Federd aborigind offenders
have higher recidivism levels and therisk of
recidivism appears to be greatest for Status
Indians on and off-reserve.

Policy Implications:
In order to reduce levels of Aborigina

incarceration, particularly a the provincid
leve, it is necessary to:

Lo

Minimize reliance upon the crimind
justice system to ded with socid
problems.

2. Encourage dterndtivesto incarceration
programs and widen the digibility
requirements for such programs.

3. Avoid the use of incarceration for
certain offences such asfine defaullt,
public order, and technica parole and
probetion violations.

4. Improve understanding of the
offender’ s needs and match these with
programming and community resources.

5. Ensure qudity and quantity of
inditutiona programs and evauate
programs for effectiveness.

6. Emphasize the reintegrative function of
community corrections.

Source: LaPrairie, C. (1996). Examining
Aborigina Correctionsin Canada. Ottawa:
Aboriginal Corrections, Solicitor General Canada
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